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DIS C 0 RSE 
On « the good News from 


a far Country.“ 


| Deliver'd July 2475. . 


A Day of Thanks- giving to Almighty Gon, 


throu ghout the Province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay in New-England, on Occaſion of the 
Rp AL of the STAMP-ACT ; | appointed 
by his Excellency, the Governor of ſaid 
Province, at the Deſire of | it's Houſe of Re- 
PRESENTATIVES, with the Advice of his 


b MajzsTy' 8 Councit. 


— — 


. S D. 
A Paſtor of the firſt Church 1 in Beſton. 
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46 As cold Waters to. a thirſty tink 


ſo is good News from a far 
Country. 


NT NNE a are ſo formed by the God of na- 


. ture, doubtleſs for wiſe and good 


"> ends, that the uneaſy ſenſation to 
82225 which we give the name of thirſt, 
is an inſeperable attendant on the want of ſome 


Proper liquid. And as this want is increaſed, 


fach proportionably will be the increaſe of 
uneaſineſs; and the uneaſineſs may gradually 


heighten, till it throws one into a ſtate that is 


| vol tormenting. 1 he application of ink 
* drin 


75 — 


6 A Thani giving SE RM ON. 
d rink is fitted, by an eſtabliſhed law of hea- 


ven, not only to remove away -this uneaſinels, 


but to give pleaſure in the doing of it, by its 


manner of acting upon the organs of taſte. 


'Thete is ſcarce a keener perception of plea- 


ſure, than that which is felt by one that is a- 
thirſt upon being ſatisfied with agreable drink. 


Hence the deſire of ſpiritual good things, in 


thoſe who have had excited in them a ſerious 


ſenſe of God and religion, is repreſented, in 


the ſacred books, by the © cravings of a thirſty 
man after drink,“ Hence the devout David, 
when he would expreſs the longing of his ſoul 


to © appear before God in his ſanctuary,” re- 


ſembles it to the“ panting of an hart after i 


the water-brooks. 2 In like manner, cold 
water to a thirſty. ſou” is the image under 
which the wiſe man would ſignifie, in my text, 
the gratefulneſs ofs“ good news.“ Tis re- 
freſhing to the ſoul, as cold waters to the 
tongue when parched with thirſt: Eſpecially 
is good news adapted to aſtect the heart with 


pleaſure, when 1t comes « from a far country,” 


and is big with important blefiings, not to a 


fe w idee nz only, but to communities, and 


numbers of them ſcattered. over a. largely, cx- 


tended continent. 


WR is the © good news lately brought 63 


from the other ide the great waters, No news, 


ha nded 
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handed to us from Great-Britain, ever gave 
us a quicker ſenſe, .or higher degree, of plea- 


ſure. It rapidly ſpread through the Colonies, 


and, as it paſſed along, o opened in all hearts 


the ſprings of joy. The emotion of a ſoul juſt 


famiſhed with thirſt, upon taking down a full 
draught of cold water, is but a faint emblem 


of the ſuperior gladneſs with which we were 


univerſally filled upon this great occaſion, 
That was the language of our mouths, ſignify- 


ing the pleaſurable ſtate of our minds, © as cold 


waters to a thirſty ol 4 ſo is this good news 
from a far country.” . 


f War 1 have in view is, to take occaſion 
from theſe words to call your attention to 
ſome of the important articles contained in the 


good news we have heard, which ſo power- 
fully fit it to excite a pungent ſenſe of plea- 


ſure in the breaſts of all that inhabit theſe 
American lands. The way will then be pre- 

pared to point out to you the wiſeſt and beſt 
_ uſe we can make of theſe glad- -tidings W from 


a far country.” 


Tux firſt article in this © good news,” ob- 


viouſly preſenting itſelf to conſideration, is the 


Kind and righteous regard the fupreme autho- 


rity in England, to which we inviolably owe 
ſubmiſſion, has Paid to the © 60 commercial Soodꝰ 


of 
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of the Nation at home, and its dependant Pro- 


vinces and Iſlands. One of the expreſly af- 


ſigned reaſons for the REPEAL of the Stamp. 


Act, is declared in theſe words, © Whereas 
the continuance of ſaid at—may be product- 


ive of conſequences greatly detrimental to the 
commercial intereſts of theſe Kingdoms, may 


it therefore pltaſe”*—, The Engliſh Colonies 


and Iſlands are certainly included in the words, 
« theſe Kingdoms ;” for they are as truly parts 


bf them as eitherScotland,Ireland,or evenEng- 


land ifelf, It was therefore with a profeſſed. 
view to the commercial good, not only of the 
Nation at home, but of the Plantations alſo a- 
broad, that the authority of the Britiſh King 
"hd Parliament interpoſed to render null and 
void that act, which, had it been continued in 
force, might; in its conſequetices, have tended 
to the burt of this grand intereſt, inſeperably 
| tonneted with the welfare of both. From 
what more hoble ſource could a RE PAL ct 
this act have proceded ? Not merely the re- 


peal, but that benevolent righteous regard to 


the public good which gave it birth, is an 


important ingredient in the news that has 


made us glad. And wherein could this good 
news? have been better adapted to ſoften our 
| hearts, ſooth our paſſions, and excire in us the 
ſenſations of unmingled joy? What that is 
4 conducive to our real happineſs, may we not 
expeRt 
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exped from a King and Parliament, whoſe regard 
to © the commercial intereſt” of the Britiſh 
Kingdoms has overpowered all oppoſition from 
reſentment, the diſplay of ſovereign picaſure, 


or whatever other cauſe, and influenced them to 
give up, even. a CROWN-REVENUE for the ſake 


of a greater national good ? With what confidence 
may we rely upon ſuch a ſupreme legiſlature for 


the redreſs of all grievances, eſpecially i in the 
article of trade, and the devifing every wiſe ant 
fit method to put and keep | it in a Houriſting 
ſtate? Should any thing, in time to come, un- 
| bappily be brought into event, detrimental in its 
operation to the commerce between the Mother- 
: country, and theſe Colonies, through mil- repre- 


ſentations from „lovers of themſelves more than 


lovers“ of cheir King and Country; may we not 
encourag ourſelves ro hope, that the like ge- 
nerous public ſpirit that has relieved us now, 
will again inter pole itſelf on our behalf? Hap- 
py are we in being under the government of a 
King and Parliament, who can REPEAL, as well 
as enact a law, upon a view of it as tending to 
the public happineſs | How. preferable is our 
condition to their's, who have nothing to expect 
but from the arbitrary will of thoſe, to whom 
they ace ſlaves, rather than ſubjects? 


ANOTHER ching, giving us f ngular pleaſure, 


L Gontained is in chis good news”? is, the t total re: 
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moval of a grievous burden we muſt have ſunk 


under, had it been continued. Had the real 
ſtate of the Colonies been as well known at 
home as it is here, it is not eaſil“ ſoppoleable, 
any there would have thought the tax, impoſed 


on us by theSramy-AcT, was ſutably adjuſted 
to our circumſtances and - abilities. There is 


ſcarce a man in any of the Colonies, certainly 


there is not in the New England ones. that 


would be deemed worthy of the name of a rich 


man in Great- Britain. There may be here and 


there a rare inftance of one that may have ac- 


quired twenty, thirty, forty. or fifty thouſand 
pounds erling; and this is the moſt that can be 
made of what they may be thought worth: Bur 
for the rell, ihey are, generally ſpeaking, in a low | 
condition, or. at beſt, not greatly riſing above it; 
though in different degrees, variouſly placirg them 
in the erjoyment of the necefſaries and comforts 


of life. And ſuch it might naturally be expect- 


ed would be che true ſtate of the Coloniſts; as 
the lands they poſſeſs in this new Country 
could not have been ſubdued and fitted for pro- 

fitable uſe, but by labor too expenſive to allow 
of their being. at preſent, much inereaſed in 

wealth. This labor indeed may properly be 
conſidered as a natural tax, which, though it has 

made way for an aſtoniſhing increaſe of ſubjects 
10 the Briciſh Empire, greatly adding to its dig- 
vity 
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iy and ſtrength, has ye been the occaſ on of 
keeping us poor and low. It ought allo to be 
remembered, the occaſion-, in a new CounTRyY, 
for the grant or purchaſe of property, with the 


obligations ariſing therefrom, and in inſtances of 


comparatively ſmall value, are unavoidab] 7 more 


numerous than in thoſe that have been long ſet- 


tled. The occaſions alſo for recourſe to the 


Jaw are, in like manner, vaſtly multiplied : For 


- which reaſon, the ſame tax by ſtamped- paper 


would take vaſtly more in proportion from the 


people here, than in England. And what would 
have rendered this duty the more hard and ſe- 
vere is, that it muſt bave been paid in addition 
to the Government-tax here, which was, I h:ve 


good reaſon to think, more heavy on us in the 


late war, and is fo ſtill on account of the great 


debt then contracted, at Jeaſt in this province, in 
proportion to our numbers and abilities, than 
that which, in every way, was Jaid on the peo- 


ple either of Scotland. Ireland, or England. * 
5 5 „ 28 Dita 


* have been aſcured by a Gent! eman of re putation 


and forture, in this Town, that, in the late time 
of war, he ſent one oſ his rate-bills to a correſpon- | 


dent of note in London, for his judgment upon it; 


and had this anſwer in return from his friend. 


« that he did not believe there was a man in all 
England. who paid ſo much, in proportion, to- 
wards the ſypport of the Government.” It wilt 

render the above account the more eaſily credible, 

us. 1 Inform the reader, chat 1 have lately : and pur- 
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This, if mentioncd curſorily, was never, that 1 
remember, enlarged upon, and ſer in a flrikin 
light, in any of the papers wrote in the late 
times, as it might eaſily ha. e been done, and to 
good purpoſe. —Beſides all which, tis undoubt- 
edly true, that the circulating money in I tbe 
Colonies would not have been fufficient oh ve 


1 


„„ 


| N 
poſely converſed with one of the Ass ESSORS of this 
1 own, who has been annuaily choſen by them in- 
to this »fhee for a great number of years, for which 
rezſon he may be thought a perſon of integrity, 
and one that may be cepended on; and he declares. 
to me, that the aſleſiment upon this Town, parti- 
culariy in one of the years when the tax on account 
of the war was g:cat, was as follows ; On perſonal 
_ eſtate, thirteen ſhillings and four perce on the 
pound, that is to ſay, if a man's income from money 
at intereſt, or in any other way. was ſixty pounds 
per annum, he was aſſeſſed ſixty times thirteen ſhil- 
 Angs and four pence, and in this proportion whe- 
ther the ſum was more or leſs : Gn real eftate, the 
le fiment was at the rate of fix years income, that 
is to ſay, if-a man's houſe or land was valued at 
two hundred pounds per annum income, this two 
huncred pounds was multiplied by fix, amounting 
to twelve hundred pounds, ar'd t-c intereſt of this. 
twelve hundred pounds, that is, ſeventy two pounds 
was the ſum he was obliged to pay. Beſides this, 
the rate upon every man's pole, and the'poles of all 
the males in his houſe upwards ot fixteen years ofape, 
was about nineteen ſhillings lawful money, which 
is only one quarter part ſhort of ſterling. Over and. 
abe ve all this, they paid their part of an exciſe that 1 
was laid upon Fea, Coſfet, Rum and Wine, a- x 
mounting to 2 very conſiderable ſum. nM 
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paid the Stamp-duty only for two years; and 
an effectual bar was put in the way of the intro- 


duction of more, by the reſtraints that were laid 


upon our trade in thoſe inſtances wherein it 


might, in ſome meaſure, have been procured, 


; 14 25 this grierance that occaſioned the bit 
ter complaint all over theſe lands, “we are de- 


nied ſtraw, and yet the full tale of bricks is re- 
quired of us!“ Or, as it was otherwiſe uttered, 
We muſt ſoon be obliged “ to borrow money 
for the King's tribute, and that upon our lands, 
Yet now our fleſh is as the fi-ſh of our brethren, 
our children as their children: And lo! We 
muſt bring into bondage our ſons and our daugh- 
ters to be ſervants.” We ſhould have been ſlu- 


pid, had not a ſpirit been excited in us to apply, 


in all reaſonable ways, for the removal of ſo 


inſppportable a burden, And ſach an union in 
| ſpirit 


How it was in the 2 Provine des, or in the other 


- Towns of this,! know not; but it may be relied on 


as fact, that this was the tax levied upon the Town 


of Boſton And it has been great ever ſince, tho 


not ſo enormouſly ſo as at that time. Every one 


may now judge, whether we had not abundant rea- 


ſon for mournful complaint, when, in addition to | 


the vaſt ſums (conſidering our numbers and abilities) 
we were obliged to pay, we were loaded with the 
STAMP-DUTY ; which would, in a few years, have 
taken away all our mone „And rendered us abſo- 
lutely incapable, either o ſupperting the Govern- 


ment here, or of carrying on any ſort of commerpæ 


* Aels 7 an 1 exchange of commodities. 
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ſpirit was never before ſeen in the Colonies 1 


Nor was there ever ſuch univerſal joy as upon 


the news of our deliverance from that which 
might have proved a yoke, the moſt grievous 
that was ever laid upon our necks. It affected 
in all hearts the lively perceptions of pleaſure, 
Killing our mouths with laughter. No man ap- 
peared without a ſmile in his countenance. No 
one met his friend, but he bid him joy. That 
was our united ſong of praiſe, ** Thou haſt turn- 


ed or us our mourning into dancing; thou haſt 


put off our ſackcloth, and girded us with glad- 
neſs. —-Our glory [our tongue] ſhall ſing praiſe 
to thee, and nor be ſilent : O Lord our God 
we will give thanks to thee forever.” 


| AxoThn thing, in this “ news,” making it 


96 good,” is the hopeful proſpect it gives us of 


being continued in the enjoyment of certain Ji- 
berties. and privileges, valued by us next to life 


itſelf Such are thoſe of being © tried by our 
equals,” and of making grants for the ſupport 
ol government of that which is our on, either in 
| perſon, or by repreſentatives we have choſen for 
the purpoſe.” Whether the Coloniſts were in- 
veſted with a RIGHT to. theſe liberties and pri- 


vileges that ought not be wreſted from them, 
or whether they were not, tis the truth of fact, 
that they really thought they were : All of 


5 dem as natural heirs to it, by being born ſub- 
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jefts ro the Britiſh Crown ; and ſome of them, 


by additional charter-grants, the legality of 
which, inſtead of being conteſted, have all along, 
From the days of our fathers, been aſſented tO, 
and allowed of, by the ſupreme authority at 
home. And they imagined, whether juſtly, or 
not, I diſpute not, that their R 10H to the free 
and full enjoyment of theſe privileges was their 
righteous due in conſequence of what they, and 
| their fore-fathers, had done and ſuffered in ſub- 
duing and defending theſe American lands, not 
only for their own ſupport, but to add extent, 
ſtrength and glory to the Briiiſh- Crown. And 
as it had been early and deeply impreſſed on 
their minds, that their Charter-privileges were 
RIGHTS that had been dearly paid for by a vaſt 
expence of blood, treaſure and labor, without 
which this continent muſt have {till remained in 
a wilderneſs-ſtate, and the property of ſavages 
only; it could not but ſtrongly put in motion 
their paſſion of grief, when they were laid un- 
der a Parliamentary reſtraint as to the exerciſe 


of that liberty, they eſteemed their greateſt glory. 


It was eminently this that filled their minds with 
jealouſie, and at leng!h a ſettled fear, leſt they 
ſhould gradually be brought into a ſtate of tbe 
moſt abject ſlavery. This it was that gave riſe 


to the cry, which became general thoughout the 


_ Colonies, © we ſhall be made to ſerve as bond- 
ſervants, —Our ne Will be bitter with hard 


bondage,” | 
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bondage.” Nor were the Jews more pleaſed with 
the royal proviſion in their day, which, undet 
God, delivered them from their bondage in 
Egypt, than were the Coloniſts with the REPEAL. 
of that a& which had ſo greatly alarmed their 
Fears, and troubled their | hearts, It was to them 
as life from the dead.” They © rejoiced and 
were glad.” ” And it gave ſtrength and vigor to 
their joy, while they looked upon this REPEAL, 
not merely as taking off the grievous reſtraint 
that had been laid upon their liberties and pri- 

vileges, but as containing in it an intention of 
continued indulgence in the free exerciſe of 
them. Tis in this view of it, that ny exult 
as thoſe who are © glad in beart;“ eſteeming 
themſelves happy beyond almoſt any people 
now living on the face of the earth. May 
they ever be bis bappy people le! And ever have 
""G God for their Lord! 5 


Tus news is yet further welcome to us, at 
it has made way for the return of our love, in 
all its genuine exerciſes, towards thoſe on the 
other ſide of the atlantic, who, in common with 
ourſelves, profeſs ſubjection to the ſame moſt 
gracious Sovctelrn. The affectionate regard of 
the American inhabitants for their Mother-Coun+ 
try, was never exceeded by any Coloniſts, in any 
Part, or age of the world, We eſteemed our- 
lelves parts of one whole, members of the fame 
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| A Thanks-giving SERMON. 17 
collective body. What affected the people of 
England, affected us. We partook of their 
Joys and ſorrows; “ rejoicing when they re- 
joiced, and weeping when they wept.” Ad- 


verſe things in the conduct of providence to- 


wards them alarmed our fears, and gave us 
pain ; while proſperous events dilated our 
hearts, and in proportion to their number and 


greatneſs, This tender ſympathy with our 
| brethren at home, it is acknowledged, began 


to languiſh from the commencement of a late 
Parliamentary act. There arofe hereupon 4 
general ſuſpicion, whether they eſtcemed us 


brethren, and treated us with that kindneſs we 
might juſtly expect from them. This jealouſie, 
working in our breaſts, cooled the fervor. of 5 


our love; and had that act been continued in 


force, it might have gradually biought on 
an alienation of heart, that would have been 
greatly detrimental to them, as it would alſo 
have been to ourſelves.— But the REPEAI, of 
which we have had authentic accounts, has 


opened the channels for a full flow of our for- 
mer affection towards our brethren in Great- 


Britain. Unhappy jealouſies, uncomfortable 
ſurmiſings and heart-burnings are now re- 


moved; and we perceive the motion of an 
on for the Country from whence our 


fore-fathers came, which would influence us 


to 
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to the moſt vigorous exertions, as we might 


be called, to promote their welfare, looking 
upon it, in a ſenſe, our own. We again feel 
with them, and for them ; and are happy or 
unhappy, as they are either in proſperous or 


adverſe circumſtances. We can, and do, with 
all ſincerity, © pray for the peace of Great- 


Britain, and that they may proſper that love 
her ;” adopting thoſe words of the devout 
Pſalmiſt, * Peace be within thy walls, 
and proſperity within thy palaces. For our 
brethren's ſake we will lay, peace be within 


thee,” 


Ix fine, this news is refreſhing to us“ as 
cold waters to a thirſty ſoul,” as it has effected 
an alteration in the ſtate of things among us 
unſptakably to our advantage. There is no 
way in which we can ſo ſtrikingly be made 
ſenſible of this, as by contraſting the ſtate we 


were lately in, and the much worſe one we 


ſhould ſoon have been in had the Stamp-Act 
been enforced, with that happy one we are 
Put into by 1ts repeal. 


Upon its being made certain to the Colo- 


nies, that theStamp- Act had paſſed both houſes 


of Pailiament, and received the King's fiat, a 


general ſpirit of uneaſineſs at once took place, 


which, gradually increaſing, ſoon diſcovered 
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itſelf, by the wiſer ſons of liberty, in laudable 
endeavors to obtain relief; though, by others, in 
murmurings and complaints, in anger and cla- 
mour, in bitterneſs, wrath and ſtrife; and by 


ſome evil- minded perſons, taking occaſion 


herefor from the general ferment of men's 


minds, 1n thoſe violent out-rages upon the pro- 
perty of others, which, by being repreſented 
in an undue light, may have reflected diſhonor 
upon a country which has an abhorrence of 


ſuch injurious conduct. The Colonies were 
never before in a ſtate of ſuch diſcontent, 
anxiety and perplexing follicitude : Some de- 


ſpairing of a redreſs, ſome hoping for it, and all 


fearing what would be the event. And had 


it been the determination of the King and 
Parliament to have carried the SrAMr-Acr 
into effect by ſhips of war, and an embarkati- 


on of troops, their condition, however unhappy 
before, would have been inconceivably more 


fo. They muſt either have ſubmited to what 
they thought an inſupportable burden, and 
have parted with their property without any 
will of their own, or have ſtood upon their 


defence; in either of which caſes, their ſitua- 
tion muſt have been deplorably fad. So far 


as I am able to judge from that firmneſs of 


mind, and reſolution of ſpirit, w which appeared 


among all ſorts of perſons, as grounded upon 


. us. 
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this 8 deeply rooted ig, their minds, 


that they had a CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT * to 
grant their own monies, and to be tried by their 
peers, tis more than probable, they would not 
have ſubmited, unlels they had been obliged 
to it by iupericr power. Not that they had a 


thought in their hearts, as may have bcen re- 


preſented, of being an independant people. 
They eſtet med it both their happineſs and their 
glory to be, in common with the inhabitants of 
: England, Scotland and Ireland, the ſubjects of 
King Groß the third, whom they heart:ly 
love and honor, and in defence of whoſe Per- 
| fon and Crown they would chearſully expend 
their tre aſute, and lole even their blood. 

But it was a ſentiment they had imbibed, 
that they ſhould be wanting neither i in loyalty 
do their King, or a due regard to the Britiſh- 
Parliament, if they ſhould defend thoſe rights 
| which they 1 imagined e unalienable, upon 


the 


_ The Coloniſts may reafonably be en for their 
miſtake (if it was one) in thinking, that they 


were veſted with this CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT, 
as it was the opinion of Lord Campen, declared 


in the houſe of Lords, and of Mr. PIT, ſignified 
in the houſe of Commons, that the STAMP- ACH 
WAS UNCONSTITUTIONAL. T his 1s faid upon, 


ib N cf che 885 fring. 
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the foot of juſtice, by any power on earth.“ 
And had they, upon this principle, whether 
ill or well founded, ſtood upon their defence, 
what muſt have been the effect? There would 
have been opened, on this American continent, 
2 moſt doleful ſcene of outrage, violence, de- 
ſolation, ſlaughter, and, in à word, all thoſe 
1 785 terrible 


* The great Mr. Pr would not have ſaid, in a 
certain auguſt Aſſembly, ſpeaking of the Ameri- 
cans, I rejoice that they have reſiſted, if, in his 
judgment, they might not, in conſiſtency with 
their duty to government, have made a ſtand a- 
gainſt the STAMP-AcT. Tis certainly true, there 
may be ſuch exerciſe of power, and in inſtances of 
ſuch a nature, as to render non- ſubmiſſion war- 
rantable upon the foot of reaſon and righteouſneſs: 
Otherwiſe it will be difficult, if poſſible, to juſtifie 
the REVOLUTION, and that ESTABLISHMENT in 
cConſequence of it, upon which his preſent Majeſty 
fits upon the Britiſh throne. That non- ſubmiſſion 
would have been juſtifiable, had it been determined 
that the STAMP-ACT ſhould be enforced, I pre- 
ſume not to ſay : Though none, I believe, who 
are the friends of liberty, will deny, that it would 
have been juſtifiable, ſhould it be firſt ſuppoſed, that 
THIS ACT eflentially broke in upon our consTI- 
TUTIONAL RIGHTS as Engliſhmen. Whether it 
did, or not, is a queſtion it would be impertinent 
in me to meddle with. It is the truth of fact, that 
the Coloniſts generally and really thought it did; 
and that it might be oppoſed without their incurring 
the guilt of diſloyalty or rebellion ; and they were 
led into this way of thinking upon what they ima- 
gined were the principles which, in their operation, 
gave KING WILLIAu, and Queen Mary, of 
bleſſed memory, the Crown of England,  _ 
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terrible evils that may be expected as the at- 


tendants on a ſtate of civil war. No language 
can deſcribe the diſtreſſes, in all their various 
kinds and degrees, which would have made 


us miſerable. God only knows how long they 


might have continued, and whether they would 


have ended in any thing ſhort of our total ruin. 


Nor would the Mother-Country, whatever 
ſome might imagine, have been untouched 
with what was doing in the Colonies. Thoſe 
millions that were due from this continent to 
Great-Britain, could not have been paid ;— 
à ſtop, a total ſtop, would have been put ta 
the importation of thoſe manufactures which 
are the ſupport of thouſands at home, often re- 
peated. And would the Britiſh merchants, 
and manufacturers, have ſet eaſie in ſuch a 
tate of things ? There would, it may be, have 
been as much clamour, wrath and ſtrife in the 
very bowels of the nation, as in theſe diſtant | 
lands: Nor could our deſtruction have been 


unconnected with eee at home infi- 


Bur the longed for REPEAL has ſcattered 
our fears, removed our difficultics, enliven- 
ed otir hearts, and laid the foundation for 
future proſperity, equal to the adverſe ſtate we 
ſhould have been in, had the AQ been ae 
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nued and enforced. 
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Wu may now be eaſie in our minds, con- 
tented with our condition. We may be at 
peace and quiet among ourſelves, every one 
minding his own buſineſs. All ground of 
complaint, that we are © ſold for bond-men 
and bond-women,” is removed away; and in- 
ſtead of being ſlaves to thoſe who treat us with 
rigor, we are indulged the full exerciſe of 
thoſe liberties which have been tranſmitted to 
us, as the richeſt inheritance, from our fore- 
fathers, We have now greater reaſon than 


ever to love, honor and obey our gracious 
King, and pay all becoming reverence and 


: reſpect to his two houſes of Parliament; and 
may with intire confidence, rely on their wiſ- 
dom, lenity, kindneſs, and power, to promote 
our welfare. We have now, in a word, no- 
thing to © make us afraid,” but may © fit every 
man under his vine, and under bis fig- tree,“ in 
the full enjoyment of the many good things 

we are favored with in the providence of God. 


 Urox ſuch a change in the ſtate of our cir- | 
cumſtances, we ſhould be loſt to all ſenſe of 
duty and gratitude, and act as though we had 
no underſtanding, if our hearts did not expand 
with joy. And, in truth, the danger is, leſt 
ue ſhould exceed in the expreſſions of it. It 
may be ſaid of theſe Colonies, as of the Jewiſh 
People, upon the repeal of the decree of Aha- 
ſuerus, 
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ſuerus, which devoted them co deſtruction, 
they © had light and gladneſs, joy and honor; 


and in every province, and in every city, hi- 


therſoever the King's commandment and his 
_ decree came, they had joy and gladneſs, a feaft 
day, and a good day;” ſaying within them- 
ſelves, © the Lord hath done great things for 
us, the Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.” May the remembrance. 
of this MEMORABLE REPEAL be preſerved, 
and handed down to all future generations, in 
every province, in every city, and in every 
family, ſo as never to be forgotten E 


Wr now bed the way being thus pre- 
pared for it, to point out the proper uſe we 
| ſhould make of this“ good news from a fat 


country,” which is grateful to us © as cold 


waters to a thirſty ſoul.” 


Wx have already had our rejoicing, in the 


civil ſenſe, upon the glad tidingsꝰ from our 


Mother-Country; and tis to our honor, that 
they were carried on ſo univerſally within the 
bounds of a decent warrantable regularity. 
There was never, among us, ſuch a collection 
pf all ſorts of people upon any public occaſion: 
Nor were the methods in which they ſignified 
their joy ever ſo beautifully varied and multi- 
plied; and yet, none had reaſon to _—_— 
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bf diſorderly conduct. The ſhow was ſeaſoha 


bly ended, and we had afterwards a perfectly 


quiet night. There has indeed been no public 


_ diſturbance ſince the outrage at Lieut, Governor 
HuTcainson's houſe. That was fo deteſted 


by Town and Country, and ſuch a ſpirit at once 
ſo generally ſtirred up, particularly among THE 
PEOPLE, to oppoſe ſuch villainous conduct, as 


bas preſerved us ever ſince in a ſtate of as great 
freedom from mobiſh actions, as has been known 
in the Country, Our friends at home, it ſhould 
| ſeem, have entertained fears, leſt, upon the Jenity 


and condeſcention of the King and Parliament, 


we ſhould prove | ourſelves a factious turbulent 
people; and our enemies hope we ſhall. But 
tis not eaſie to conceive on what the fears of the 
one, or the hopes of the other, ſhould be ground- 
ed, unleſs they have received injurious repreſen- | 
tations of the ſpirit that lately prevailed in this, 
as well as the other Colonies ; which was not a 


ſpirit to raiſe needleſs ee or to commit 


outrages upon the perſons or property of any; 


though ſome of thoſe ſons of wickednefs, which 


are to be found i in all places, * might take oc- 
3 caſion 


$ It has been ſaid. and in the public prints, that there 


have been mobiſh riotous doings in London, and 


other parts of England, at one time and another 


and that great men, at ſuch times, men far ſuperior 
to any among us in dignity and power, ſafes in 
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caſion from the ſtand that was made for liberty 

to commit violence with an high hand. There 

has not been, ſince the REPEAL. the appearance 

of a ſpirit tending to public diſorder ; nor is 

there any danger ſuch a ſpirit ſhould be encou- 

raged, or diſcovered, unleſs the people ſhould be 
needleſly and unreaſonably irritated by thoſe, 4 
who, to ſerve themſelves, might be willing we 1 
fhould gratifie ſuch as are our enemies, and make 
rthoſe ſo who have been our good friends. But 
to leave this digreſſion, WIC 


Thou 


their perſons, by infulting threatning words and 
act'ons ; and in their property, by the injurious vi- 
olence that deſtroyed their ſubſtance. Would it be 
juſt to charaRerifeLondon, much more England it= Þ| 
ſelf, from the conduct of theſe diſtubers of its 
peace ? it would as reaforably, as certainly, be e- 
ſteemed a vile reproach, ſhould they, on this account, 
be repreſented as, in general, a turbulent ſeditious 
people, diſpoſed to throw off their ſubjection to go- 
vernment, and bring things into a ſtate of anarchy 
and confuſion. If this has been the repreſentation 
that has been made of the Coloniſts, on account of 
what any may have ſuffered in their perſons, or 
effects, by the ungoverned diforderly behavior of 
ſome mobiſhly diſpoſed perfons, it is really nothing 
better than a baſe flander; and no more applicable 5 
to them, than to the people of England. The Co- D 
loniſts in general, the inhabitants of this Province 
in particular, are as great enemies to all irregular. 
turbulent procedings, and as good friends to 'Go- 
yernment. and as peaceable loyal Subjects, as any 
that call King GEORGE the 111d, their rightful and 
_ lawful Sovereign. * 
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Tuouon our civil joy has been expreſſed in a 
decent orderly way, it would be but a poor piti- 
ful thing, ſhould we reſt here, and not make our 
religious grateful acknowledgments tv the ſu— 
preme Ruler of the world, to whole ſuper - intend- 
ing providence it is principally to be aſcribed, 
that we have had“ given us ſo great deliver- 
ance. 
ments in order to this, that glorious being, whoſe 


” Whatever were the means or inſtru— 


throne is in the heavens, and whoſe kingdom 


ruleth over all, had the chief hand herein. He 
far at the helm, and ſo governed all things re- 
lative to it, as to bring it to this happy iſſue. 
Jt was under his alwiſe over-ruling influence, 
that a spIRIT was raiſed in all the Colonies no- 
bly to aſſert their freedom as men, and Engliſh- | 
born ſubjects ; a ſpirit, which, in the courfe of 
it's operation, was highly ſerviceable, not by any 
 Irregularities it might be the occaſion of, [in 
this imperfe& ſtate, they will more or leſs 
mix themſelves with every thing great and good! 
but by it's manly efforts, ſetting forth the rea- 
ſons they bad for complaint in a fair, juſt, and 


ſtrongly convincing light ; hereby awakening the 


attention of Great-Britain, opening the eyes of 


the merchants and manufacturers there, and en-— 
gaging them for their own intereſt as well as chat 
of America, to exert themſelves in all the rea- 


ſonable ways to o help us: It was under the 
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flry. ſull of projections tending to the hurt of thele 
Colonies, was lo ſeaſonably changed into the pre- 
ſent patriotic one, which is happily diſpoſed, in all 


2 e — 


friends of eminent character were raiſed. up, and 
Fpirited to appear © advocates on our behalf, and 
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our King, and the Britiſh Parliament, were ſo 
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thrown this whole continent, if not the nation 
itſelf, into a (late of the utmoſt contuſion : In 
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of the God of heaven, that the thoughts, the 
views, the purpoſes, the ſpeeches, the writings, 


Into cfiect the deſired he 75 even. 


Aub ſhall we not . all duo „ 
ments to the great Sovereign of the world on thig 


_ of tne bonds we are under to the Lord of the 
eriverſe ; and Jet us expreſs the joy and grati- 
- zude of our hearts by greatly praiſing him for the 

| —_— of his ae in thus ſcattering our 
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fame all- governipg influence, that the late mini- 


the methods of wiſdom, to promote our welfare : 
It was under the ſame influence (1i]}, that ſo many 


plead our cauſe with irrcfiſtable force: It was 
under this ſame influence allo, that the heart of 
turned in favor to us as to reverie that decree, 
which, hid it been eſlabhiſhed,: would have 
Mort, it was ultimately owing to this influence 
and the whole conduct of all whs were engaged 


in hbz; great afla 'r, were ſo over- ruled sa to bring 


joyful occaſion ? ? Let ys, my brethren, take care. 
that our hearts be ſutably touched with a ſenſe 
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fears, removing away our burdens, and continu- 


ing us in the enjoyment of our moſt highly va- 


lued liberties and privileges. And let us not 
only praiſe him with our lips, rendering thanks 
to his holy name; but let us honor him by a 
well. ordered converfation, % Behold, to obey is 

| better than ſacrifice.” And “to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, and mind and ſtrength, 
and to love our neighbour as our ſelves, is better 


than whole burnt-offerings and ſacrifices.” Acti- 


ons ſpeak much louder than words. In vain 
ſhall we pretend, that we are joyful in God, or 
thankful to him, if it is not our endeavor, as we 


have been taught by the grace of God, which has 


appeared to us by Jeſus Chriſt, to * deny all un- 
godlineſs and worldly Jufts, and to live ſoberly, 


righteouſſy, and godly in the world; doing all 


things whatſoever it has | a God to com- 


age 8. 


Aup as he has particularly enjoined it on us to 


be © ſubject to the higher powers, ordained by 


him to be his miniſters for good,” we cannot, 
upon this occaſion, more properly expreſs our gra- 
titude to him, than by approving ourſelves duti- 


ful and loyal to the gracious King, whom he has 


placed over us. Not that we can be juſtly tax- 


ed with the want of love or ſubjection to the 
Pricit Throne, We may have been abuſed by 
85 falls 
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falſe and injurious repreſentations upon this head: 
But King GEORGE the IIId has no ſubjects, 
not within the realm of England itſelf, that are 
more ſtrongly attached to his perſon and. family, 
that bear a more ſincere and ardent affection to- 
wards him, or that would exert themſelves with 
more life and ſpirit in defence of his crown and 
dignity, —But it may notwithſtanding, at this 
time, be ſeaſonable ro ſtir up your minds, by 
putting you in remembrance of your duty to 
* pray for Kings, and all that are in ſubordinate 
author ty under them”, and to © honor and obey 
them in the Lord.” And, if we ſhould take oc- 
caſion from the great lenity and condeſcending 
goodneſs of thoſe, who are ſupreme in authority 
cover us, not to © deſpiſe government,” not to 
4 ſpeak evil of dignities, not to go into any 
method of unſeemly diſorderly conduct; but to 
ead quiet and peaceable lives in all godlinefs 
and honelly,” every man moving in his own pro- 
per ſphere, and taking due care to“ render un- 
ta Cæſar the things that are Cœ ſar's, and to God 
the things that are God's; - we ſhould honor 
our ſelves, anſwer the expectations of thoſe who 
| have dealt thus favorably with us; and, what is 
more, we ſhould expreſs a becoming regard to the 
governing - pleaſure of almighty God. 
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Ir would alſo be a ſutable return of gratitude 
to God, if we entertained in our minds, and were 
ready to expreſs in all proper ways, a juſt ſenſe 
of the obligations we are under to thoſe Patrons 
of liberty and righteouſneſs, who were the in- 
ſtruments employed by him, and whoſe wiſe and 
powerful endeavors, under his bleſſing, were 
effectual to promote at once the intereſt of the 
nation at home, and of theſe diſtant Colonies, 
Their names will, I hope, be ever dear to us, 
and handed down as ſuch to the lateſt poſterity. 
That illuſtrious name, in ſpecial, Pie, will, I 
truſt, be never mentioned but with honor, as the 
Savior, under God, and the two Kings who 
made him their prime miniſter, both of the nation 
and theſe Colonies, not only from the power of 
France, but, from that which is much worſe, a 
ſtate of ſlavery under the appellation of Engliſn- 
men. May his memory be bleſſed! May his 
great ſervices for his King, the nation, and theſe 
Colonies, be had in everlaſting remembrance! 


To conclude, Let us be ambitious to make 
it evident, by the manner of our conduct, that 
we are good ſubjects and good chriſtians : So 
ſhall we, in the beſt way, expreſs the grateful 
ſenſe we have of our obligations to that glorious 
' being, to the wiſdom and goodreſs of whoſe pre- 
fidency over all human affairs it is principally 

owing, 
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dwing, that the great object of our fear, and 
anxious concern, has been ſo happily removed. 
And may it ever be our care, to behave towards 
him, ſo as that he may appear on our behalf in 
every time of danger and difficulty, guard us a- 
gainſt evil, and continue to us all our enjoyments 
both civil and religious! And may they be tranſ- 
mited from us to our children, and to children's 
children, as long as the ſun and the moon ſhall 
endure, JFC 
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